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Continually

My being throbs in silent prayer
That joyous word again to hear:
Thou lovest me/1

Fidelity to one being alone was impossible for Ludwig I.
While he was so enchanted with little Karoline Lizius, he also fell
under the spell of the actress Karoline Bauer. Since her alleged
morganatic marriage with Prince Leopold of Coburg, afterwards
King of the Belgians, and her successes on the Berlin stage, her
name had been on everyone's lips during the years 1829-1831.
At that time, as a star performer at the Court Theatre, she was
delighting the people of Munich by her naive, roguish, attractive
yet completely natural manner. Ludwig paid her great attention,
wrote her enthusiastic letters assuring her that his heart beat for
her alone, and sent his court physician to her when she was ill.2

In spite of his quickly kindled enthusiasm for this or that
beauty, the King realized that Therese, the mother of his children,
did her utmost to make his life pleasant, hoping perhaps by this
means to win him completely in the end. He would then reiterate
his oft-expressed conviction that she was and remained a pearl
among women. The fact that at that time Mariannina, in her
letter No. 924, acknowledged the receipt of Ludwig's letter
No. i,5oo,3 had no bearing on the matter, for this affair had long
since settled down into a quiet friendship.

Ludwig's sympathy with Greece had throughout remained
unchanged. Close connection was maintained between the two
Courts; young Greeks came to Munich to be brought up as pages
and Queen Amalie's ladies-in-waiting visited 'Athens on the
Isar*. Amongst them on one occasion was Katharina Botzaris,
one of the most charming women ever born in Greece. She
belonged to a very old and aristocratic Greek family which had
particularly distinguished itself in the struggles against the
Turks. Her father, Marko Botzaris, had fallen in battle in 1823.
Ludwig enthusiastically commissioned Stieler to paint her, and
this charming model gave the artist the opportunity of creating
one of the most lovely pictures he had ever painted. Lost in
admiration, the King stood before the portrait. Unfortunately,
the original, after a short visit, had to return home where she soon

1 'Des Liebenden Gefiihl.' Gedichte Ludwig I., IV, 115.

* Ludwig I to Karoline Bauer, Munich, 7th and 27th February, 1841. Munich
H.A.

8 Letter dated 20th June, 1841. Munich H.A.